


Instructional Ideas

Elementary. Teach mapping skills and community service. Have students create a school tour to post on
the school website for families new to the neighborhood. Indicate everything from where the main office
is located to where the library, the cafeteria, and the bathrooms are. Include pictures of the principal, the
front of the school and the playground equipmen.

Middle School. Document that geology field trip! Students can then post the annotated map with photos
to a class blog to share the experience with the rest of the world. See: http:/class222.googlepages.com/
geologyunit.

High School. Create an emergency disaster map for your town’s website. Include locations for police
services, hospitals, evacuation centers and routes.

Google Maps in Action

Project: Post Cards From the Past
Grade/Subject: Elementary/Local History

Add geographic perspective and visual literacy to history
lessons by combining, comparing and contrasting primary
source images with their own photography, students
contribute to the historical record and understand the
impact of change over time. Students research historic
photos taken of an event or place they are investigating.
Capturing changes through the lens of today, students
re-shoot the location with a digital camera and record
interviews at the site. Students then “Placemark” the
historic and current photos on a collaborative Google Map,
adding a geographic point of view. The recordings and
photos can also be combined in a slide show or Podcast.

Additional Resources

More Examples Complementary Tools
e GMaps Pedometer:
http://www.gmap-pedometer.com/
e Google Planimeter:
A cool game for learning the states! http://www.acme.com/planimeter/
http://tinyurl.com/yrrmry e School Pen Pals & Key Pals:
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/penpals/index.php
e (Google Maps Help Channel:
http://youtube.com/user/GoogleMapsHelp
e Google Earth
e (Google Sites
e Picasa

Quick Start with Google Maps Videos:
http://www.google.com/help/maps/tour/

http://www.google.com/educators



