


Google Earth in Action

Project: Google Lit Trips
Grade/Subject: All Grades / Reading and Literature
URL: http://www.GoogleLitTrips.com

Teachers and students can create Google Lit Trips using 
Google Earth to track the journeys of characters from great 
“road trip” literature, such as The Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck. Students mark locations along the story’s route 
and populate the pop-up windows with a wide variety of 
content including discussion questions, images, videos, and 
links to biographies of real persons or background information 
for locations and historical events.

Additional Resources

Google Earth for Educators Resources

Geo Education Home:
http://www.google.com/educators/geo.html

Google Earth Outreach:
http://earth.google.com/outreach/index.html

Sally Ride Science Content for Google Earth:
http://www.sallyridescience.com/google_earth_sky

Complimentary Tools

Google SketchUp• 
Picassa Web Albums• 
Google Videos or YouTube• 

Instructional Ideas
Elementary. Explore our neighborhood! Have students create a tour of their neighborhood creating annotated 
place markers indicating the location for their school and points of interest in their town such as the local 
fi re and police stations, the city library, local parks, and museums.

Middle School. Calculate the volume of the Great Pyramids. Estimate the land area lost to Amazon 
deforestation. Check out Thomas Petra’s Real World Math site at:  http://realworldmath.org/ for these and 
several other Google Earth Math lessons plans.

High School. Have students explore the dining customs of a variety of countries by building an International 
Cookbook where users virtually visit the various countries. And, while they’re ‘in-country” why not stop by and 
visit a few points of cultural interest? See: http://web.mac.com/ghsinfo/CAFS/International_Cuisine.html

http://www.google.com/educators


